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1. The Aristotle University of Thessaloniki:  

A Brief History  



The origins and the evolution of  the Auth  

 Eleftherios Venizelos was the first politician to start efforts to found a 

University in Thessaloniki at a time when Northern Greece had just been 

liberated (1912 – 1913) and when reinforcing the “New Territories,” as the 

newly liberated areas were then called, emerged as a national need. Plans 

provided also for founding a University in Smyrna / Izmir (1919). However, 

the Asia Minor disaster (1922) thwarted these plans 

 It was due to the initiative taken by the government of Alexandros 

Papanastasiou that the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki was founded in 

1925 (the founding act was signed on June 5th, 1925) 

 Problems continued to exist, however, after the enactment of the act, 

because of the political upheaval of the time. Thus, the Aristotle University 

first opened its doors a year later, in 1926. Georgios Chatzidakis was the 

first Head of the University and the second one was Christos Tsountas. 

 



 In order to meet the needs and demands of the time, special emphasis 

was placed on the development of the humanities. Thus, the Faculty of 

Philosophy was the first to open its doors in 1926. At first, it was 

housed in the “Villa - Allatini” (it was build in 1898 by the Italian architect 

Vitaliano Poselli), which now hosts the services of the Prefecture of 

Thessaloniki. Soon, however, the location proved to be problematic and, in 

October 1927, the Faculty of Philosophy was transferred to a building in 

Ethnikis Amynis (National Defense) street, which previously housed the 

2nd Military Hospital and even earlier the Ottoman School Idadiye (it 

was build in 1887, according to designs by Vitaliano Poselli). The building 

was repaired and a third floor was added a little later. Today, it is the 

historical building of the University and houses part of the Faculty of 

Philosophy 



 The Faculty of Physics and Mathematics opened its doors in 1927. 

Much later, one of its schools, the School of Forestry, along with the 

School of Agriculture became part of the newly created Faculty of 

Agriculture and Forestry which opened its doors in 1937. The 

Faculty of Law and Economics opened its doors in 1928, whereas 

the Faculty of Medicine and the Faculty of Theology were founded 

later, in 1941-42. The School of Veterinary Medicine was founded in 

1950, the Institute of Foreign Languages in 1951, the Faculty of 

Engineering and the School of Pharmacy in 1955, the School of 

Dentistry in 1959 



 In 1982, Law no. 1268 providing for the structure and operation of 

Greek Higher Educational Institutes brought about a complete 

restructuring of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, since it 

promoted the School as the basic academic unit, a restructuring 

of Faculties and the organization of Schools into new Faculties: 

the Faculty of Theology, the Faculty of Philosophy, the 

Faculty of Sciences, the Faculty of Law and Economics, the 

Faculty of Geotechnical Sciences, the Faculty of Health 

Sciences, and the Faculty of Engineering 



 The Faculty of Education was founded in 1983, the Faculty of 

Fine Arts in 1984, the independent School of Physical Education 

and Sports Sciences in 1983 and the School of Journalism and 

Mass Media in 1991  

 New schools were added in the already existing faculties, such as 

the School of Political Sciences, the School of Psychology, and 

the School of Informatics in the Faculty of Sciences 

 Two new schools were founded in 2004: the School of Film 

Studies, part of the Faculty of Fine Arts, and the School of Urban-

Regional Planning and Development Engineering, part of the 

Faculty of Engineering 

 Nowadays, the Aristotle University consists of 11 Faculties and 41 

Schools with approximately 70.000 students  

 

 

 



Villa Allatini (Vitaliano Poselli, 1898) 



The first Professors of the Faculty of Philosophy, 1927  

 



The Old Building (Οttoman Idadiye School), 1904 

 



The Old Building, decade of 1920’s   



The Old Building and the Jewish Cemetery, decade of 1920’s   

 



The Old Building and the Jewish Cemetery  

 



The Old Building and the Jewish Cemetery  

 



The Old Building, decade of 1930’s 

 



The dictator Ioannis Metaxas in front of the Old Building, 1937 

 

   



The Old Building, decade of 1950’s 



The Old Building, 1948 



The Old Building 



Τhe University Campus, 1962  



The University Campus, 1962  

 



The University Campus, 1970 

 



The Old Building today  

 



2. Greece and Thessaloniki 

in the World War II  



The attack and the invasion of fascist Italy in Greece  

 On October 28, 1940  –13 months after the beginning of the 

World War II–  the fascist Italy of Mussolini declared war on 

Greece and invaded it by the borders with Albania, then a 

protectorate of Italy. The Greek army, after initially fell, instead 

attacked and pushed Italian forces back, deep within Albania 

 This forced Nazi Germany to shift its military focus from the 

preparation of “Operation Barbarossa” to an intervention on its 

ally's behalf in Southern Europe. While most of the Greek Army 

was dislocated on the Albanian front to fend off the Italian 

counter-attacks, a rapid German Blitzkrieg campaign 

commenced on April 6th,1941, and by June Greece was defeated 

and occupied by the Nazis 



The attack and the invasion of Germany and Bulgaria in Greece  

 As a result, the Greek government went into exile, and an Axis 

collaborationist puppet government (quislings) was established in 

the country. Furthermore, Greece's territory was divided into 

occupation zones run by the Axis powers, with the Nazi Germans 

proceeding to administer the most important regions of the 

country themselves, including Athens, Thessaloniki and the most 

strategic Aegean Islands. Other regions of the country were given 

to Germany's Axis partners, Italy and Bulgaria 

 The occupation ruined the Greek economy and brought about 

terrible hardships for the Greek civilian population. Much of 

Greece was subjected to enormous destruction of its industry 

(80% of which was destroyed), infrastructure (28% was destroyed), 

ports, roads, railways and bridges (90%), forests and other natural 

resources (25%) and loss of civilian life (7.02% - 11.17% of its 

citizens). Over 40,000 civilians died in Athens alone 

from starvation, tens of thousands more died because of reprisals 

by Nazis and collaborators 



The occupation zones   

   



Nazis in Athens (Acropolis), 27-4-1941  

 



Nazis in Athens (Acropolis), 27-4-1941    



German soldiers at the entrance of Thessaloniki, 9-4-1941  

 



Nazis in Thessaloniki (Victory Avenue), 9-4-1941    

   



Nazis in Thessaloniki (Victory Avenue), 9-4-1941  

 



The former Rector Periclis Vizoukidis and the General Rangavis 

welcome the German Army in Thessaloniki , 9-4-1941 

 

   



Nazis in Thessaloniki, 9-4-1941  

   



German soldiers in front of the White Tower   



The war inThessaloniki and the occupation of the city   

 The war in Northern Greece had hit close to home for the 

residents of Thessaloniki. Elder people of Thessaloniki 

remember that many of their family's friends were killed during 

the Italian Blitz of the city in 1940. Thus, the horrors of war were 

not new to the Salonikans when the Germans invaded in 1941. 

While the Greek and British forces attempted to hold back the 

Germans at nearby Mount Olympus, refugees from the Northern 

countryside flooded the city, this would cause problems later as 

Axis forces cut off food supplies to the city. Almost immediately 

upon entering the city, the Germans began to take possession of 

many of the buildings in the city for use as housing and offices, 

leaving many people without homes or businesses. The German 

occupation had begun and would last another three years until 

October 30th,1944  



Thessaloniki under the Nazi occupation   

 As Nazi soldiers continued to requisition necessary assets such as 

food and other goods, Salonikans were left with less and less to live. 

Soon enough, this led to the Great Famine from 1942-1943 at which 

time German authorities realized that they could not completely 

disregard the inhabitants of their conquered territory. Before that, 

however, approximately fifty to sixty inhabitants of Thessaloniki 

were dying everyday from starvation. Parents would often leave their 

food rations to their children which ultimately led to a generation of 

orphans after WWII. During this time, there was a thriving black 

market for food and other goods, something that was prohibited by 

the Nazis but was a direct effect of their total war tendencies. People 

were known to sell everything from their jewelry to their houses for 

something to eat and prices could get up to millions (in drachmas) 

for a simple loaf of bread. Desperation permeated the city and many 

people were dropping dead in the street. Before the International Red 

Cross was allowed into Greece to provide aid in 1942, over 5000 

people died in Thessaloniki alone 

 

 



The Greek Jews  

 Apart from these, the occupiers immediately set about forcing 

the city’s Jews into a ghetto conveniently located next to the 

train tracks. The city also had a concentration / labor camp used 

to intern members of the resistance and other “undesirables” of 

particular note 

 In March of 1943, the deportations began: 

 of the 56,000 Jews still living in Thessaloniki in 1943, 43,000 were 

sent to concentration camps in mainland Europe, where they 

would be led to the slaughter in the gas chambers 

 another 11,000 were sent to forced labor camps. Most of them 

died too.  

 Today there are only 1,200 Jews left in Thessaloniki 



Thessaloniki under the German occupation -  Eleftheria Sq. 

  



The Jewish ghettos in Thessaloniki 

   



Hazing Jews by the Nazis in Eleftheria Sq., 11-7-1942  

   



Hazing Jews by the Nazis in Eleftheria Sq., 11-7-1942 

   



Greek Jews on Egnatia street  

are driven by the Nazis to railway station (after 15-3-1943) 

   



Greek Jews at the train station of Thessaloniki –  

on the way to Auschwitz, 1943 

   



Military camp – German prison 

 



The Great Famine, winter 1941 – 1942 



Transport of people deceased by famine   

 



Public hanging of a young member of the Resistance 

 



In front  of damaged by the Germans and their collaborators  

elementary school of Horiatis  

   



3. The University of Thessaloniki  

during the Nazi Occupation:  

The “Macedonian Vesuvius”  

 



The participation of the University in the ideological war  

and in the strengthening of national morale    

 Participation of professors, following a decision of the Senate, 

in the National Enlightenment Committee of the public opinion 

 

 Mission of Professors and students in the Albanian front to 

strengthen the morale of the army and to distribute relief 

supplies to soldiers 



The Thessaloniki University under Axis Occupation (”Katochi”) 

 During the Axis occupation, the Germans had chosen almost 

all the rooms and the facilities of the University 

 The courses were held in the most unlikely places and times. 

For example, in Black Club and other clubs, where students 

were waiting to clean the tables of baccarat in order to begin 

their classes, or in a small cinema in the Upper Town that 

screened films for the Germans soldiers in the afternoon, but 

in the morning and until 12 noon turned into a school, which 

was overflowing from students 



“Eleftheria”, the first Greek Resistance Organization    

 On May 15,1941 was established in Thessaloniki the “Eleftheria” 

(Liberty), the first national resistance organization in Greece. The 

newly formed organization will immediately create a foothold in 

the University 

 

 One of the main supporters of “Eleftheria” in University was 

professor of Botany Dimitrios Kavvadas, brother of later orthodox 

Archbishop of Thyatira and G. Britain Athenagoras 

 Kavvadas, Rector of the period 1941 - 1942, when it created the 

United Pan-hellenic Organization of Youth (EPON) in Thessaloniki 

University, will undertake chairman until release, when he served 

as interim city mayor for a short time (between November 1944 

and January 1945) 

 

   





EPON and EOP   

 One of the creations of EPON (United Pan-Hellenic Youth 

Organization) was the EOP (University Cultural Group). 

Legitimate association, having served as an academic institution 

- particularly as part of the House of Students - and could 

organize various cultural events and bring together many 

students 

 With the support of many university professors, in this 

harmonious coexistence between teachers and students, 

achieved only in the context of the University of Thessaloniki, the 

EOP flourished and acted creatively. Issued, indeed, journal 

“Starting” (Beginning, “Ksekinima” in Greek), where professors 

(e.g .A. Vakalopoulos, A. Manesis, A. Tsopanakis, etc.) and 

students (e.g. M. Anagnostakis, P. Thassos, K. . Cyrus, C. 

Kaftantzis, etc.) wrote articles 



The first issue of the journal, 15 -2-1943   

 

   



Poster for art events made by EOP, 1944  



Members of  University Theater Group in a Premiere, 1944  

 



Other Student Organizations  

 Student Art Club of Thessaloniki University (1927) ► during 

occupation it functioned as a cover against the Nazi Principles 

 Philological (Literary) Companion ► According to the doctor and 

famous poet Manolis Anagnostakis, who was studing then 

Medicine and was active member of Anti-Nazi Resistance: "It was 

a team assembled primarily by students of Faculty of Philosophy 

and of course surrounded by students from other Schools, with 

work content lectures, discussions, among students, but also to 

the outside yet, to the Thessaloniki audience”  

 House of Students ► This student residence was converted to 

host all events - demonstrations that took place during the 

occupation. It mainly hosted students, refugees from the zone 

under Bulgarian occupation 

 

 

 



National anniversaries and the University 

 25th March (1821) ► anniversary of the Struggle for Independence  

 The University Senate decided not to organize commemorative 

events on March 25, nor participate in others, in order not to cause 

the reaction of the Occupation Authorities 

 March 25th ,1942 ► writing slogans on walls, flowers deposition in 

war memorials, thanksgiving in St. Sofia church → student 

exclamation “Vive Greece”  

 October 28th ,1942 ► evening demonstration from St. Sophia 

church to the upper town with slogans “Vive the big NO of the 

Greek people”, “Vive the heroes of Albania”, etc. 

 March 25th ,1943 ► concentrations near Experimental School of 

Auth, the Acheiropoieitos church and the St. Sophia square, 

wreath-laying ceremony at the statue of Admiral Nikolaos Votsis 

(hero of Balkan War I) on White Tower square, marches, effort to 

mobilize and pupils of secondary schools 

 March 25th ,1944 ► parade of students, actors and other in the 

main streets of the city 
 

 

 



Prof.  Ch. Theodoridis is flying the Greek flag to the students,   

25-3-1943 



Wreath-laying ceremony in front of the bust of Admiral Votsis, 25-3-1943 

 

   



Wreath-laying ceremony, 25-3-1943 



Wreath-laying ceremony, 25-3-1943 



The ”illegal” newspaper ”Eleftheria”, 25-3-1943  

 

   



Parade of students, actors and others., 25-3-1944  

 

 



Resisters Professors  

 

 Among the professors distinguished for their resistance activities 

and persecuted by the occupation authorities stand out: 

 Dimitrios Kavvadas, professor of Botany, Rector 1941-1942 

 John Imvriotis, professor of Philosophy 

 Charalambos Theodoridis, professor of History of Philosophy  

 Antonios Sigalas, professor of Palaeography and Papyrology / 

Byzantine Literature 

 George Tenekidis, professor of International Law 

 Nickos Roussopoulos, professor of Agricultural Chemistry 

 John Costas, professor of Biology 
 

 All these were later fired by Government Resolution at the 

beginning of the Civil War (1946 – 1949), while others maintained 

their positions, like those who declared the Bulgarian Prime 

Minister Bogdan Filof honorary doctorate of the University of 

Athens, or others who cooperated with the Nazis 

 



Students who were killed in the liberation struggle 

 72 (minimum) 

 Among them 1 Jew and 4 girls: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Faculty of Philosophy 

• Faculty of Physics & 

Mathematics                                                   

• Faculty of Law 

• School of Agriculture 

• School of Foresty 

• Faculty of Medicine  

 

              

              9 (6 + 3) 

    

  9 

 23 

              17 (16 + 1) 

  6 

  8 

Faculty / Schools No 



The liberation of Thessaloniki by partisans of ELAS, 30-10-1944  

 

   



Entrance of partisans in Thessaloniki, 30-10-1944 

 



Memorial ceremony at St. Sophia square, 1-11-1944 

 



 

 Memorial ceremony at St. Sophia square, 1-11-1944 



 The big parade after the liberation of Thessaloniki, 1-11-1944 



Parade of students, members of EPON, 1-11-1944 



Students – members of EPON, 1945 



Wreath-laying ceremony, 26-10-1945 



The fallen students monument  

in the garden of Faculty of Philosophy, 1951  



Executed student monument, AUTH 



4. Epilogue:  

The Meaning of the Past as a Pillar  

for Building the Future  

 



 One of the functions of generational coexistence is 

the mediation of collective memory, which takes the 

form of narratives. These again are organized in a way 

to firmly attach meanings to history 

 The collective memory, therefore, is a social 

construction, not an inventory of things to remember. 

This is done by each generation. Thus, memories - 

narratives are social - cultural tools serving the 

collective identity 



 Understanding history as a sequence of facts (history 

as sequence) is important to focus on the following 

questions, which lead to history as a problem and not 

as a series of data: 

 Why such things happened? 

 Are there other points of view - interpretations? 

 Could the events have happened otherwise? 

 What facts are more important? 

 How attached "meaning” to the events? 

 The answers to these questions make up what we 

characterize as historical consciousness, necessary 

for understanding the present and for planning the 

future 



 

 “He who controls the past, controls the 

future. 

    He who controls the present, controls the 

past”. 

 

George Orwell, 1984  



 

 “If you don’t like the past, change it” 

 

William Burton 

 

    (From an article Burton wrote about society changing the 

facts of history to make them more morally and socially 

acceptable to later generations) 



 


